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Rumpfs1) statement, the Malays and Javanese were acquainted
with oil of cajeput long before the Moluccas, the Banda and
the Sunda islands, were taken possession of, and used it as a
diaphoretic. In Europe, the oil at first appears to have found
no application. The first notice of such is by the physician
J. M. Lochner in Nurnberg, and by the apothecary Joh. Heinr. Link
in Leipzig. The former mentioned the oil in 1717,2) the latter had
bought the oil about the same time as a novelty from the physi-
cian of a ship which had just returned from the East Indies.3)
From this time on cajeput oil was used medicinally in Germany
and was introduced into the apothecary shops'1) and mentioned in
price ordinances and in medical works. For some time, however,
it remained rare and expensive5) and not until 1730 did larger
quantities of the oil come into the European market via Amster-
dam.6) In Germany, it was at first called Oleum Wittnebianum
after a merchant E. H. Wittneben of Wolfenbtittel, who had lived
several years in Batavia, and who, in German essays,7) had
recommended the oil as a valuable remedial agent.

In France and in England oil of cajeput was not used until
the beginning of the past century.

The first detailed account of the simple methods of distillation
of cajeput oil used on the Moluccas, was given by the French
traveler Labillardiere,8) who had visited the island of Burn in 1792.
The use of copper stills and condensers gave rise to a green
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